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Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic: Introduction 
to AQA GCSE 
course- Germany 
1890- 1945 
 

Introduction to AQA 
GCSE course- Russia 
1894- 1945 

Introduction to AQA 
GCSE course-  
Conflict and Tension 
between East and 
West 1945- 1972 

Introduction to AQA 
GCSE course- 
Conflict and Tension 
between East and 
West 1945- 1972 

Introduction to AQA 
GCSE course-  
Elizabethan England 
1568- 1603 

Introduction to AQA 
GCSE course-  
Power and the People 
1170- present day 

Content: 
 

• Germany 
overview 

• End of 
WWI/ 
Treaty of 
Versailles 

• Rise of the 
Nazis 

• WWII 
 
 

• End of 
Tsardom 

• The 1917 
Revolution 

• Lenin and 
communism 

• Stalin- the 
five year 
plans, the 
terrors, and 
WWII 

• End of 
WWII 

• Berlin 
• Korean War 
• Vietnam 

War 
• Cuban 

Missile Crisis 

• Communism 
and capitalism 

• Hungary 1958 
• The Marshall 

Plan 

• Start of 
Elizabeth’s 
reign 

• Religion 
• The Golden 

Age 
• The Spanish 

Armada 

• Magna Carta 
• The English 

Civil War 
• Development 

of democracy 
• Workers’ 

movements in 
the 20th 
Century 

Extra Events:  
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Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Topic: AQA GCSE 
SPECIFICATION (8145) 
PAPER 2 
Section B: Shaping the 
nation 
British depth studies 
including the historic 
environment 
 

AQA GCSE 
SPECIFICATION (8145) 
PAPER 2 
Section B: Shaping the 
nation 
British depth studies 
including the historic 
environment 
 

AQA GCSE 
SPECIFICATION (8145) 
PAPER 2 
Section A: Thematic 
studies 

AQA GCSE 
SPECIFICATION 
(8145) 
PAPER 2 
Section A: Thematic 
studies 

AQA GCSE 
SPECIFICATION 
(8145) 
PAPER 2 
Section A: 
Thematic studies 

AQA GCSE 
SPECIFICATION 
(8145) 
 
Revision/ 
consolidation 

Content: 
 
Elizabethan England, 
c1568–1603 
 
Part one: Elizabeth's 
court and Parliament 

• Elizabeth I and 
her court: 
background and 
character of 
Elizabeth I; court 
life, including 
patronage; key 
ministers. 

• The difficulties 
of a female 
ruler: relations 
with Parliament; 
the problem of 
marriage and 
the succession; 
the strength of 
Elizabeth’s 
authority at the 
end of her reign, 
including Essex’s 

 
Elizabethan England, 
c1568–1603 
 
Part three: Troubles at 
home and abroad 

• Religious matters: 
the question of 
religion, English 
Catholicism and 
Protestantism; the 
Northern 
Rebellion; 
Elizabeth's 
excommunication; 
the missionaries; 
Catholic plots and 
the threat to the 
Elizabethan 
settlement; the 
nature and ideas 
of the Puritans 
and Puritanism; 
Elizabeth and her 
government's 
responses and 

 
2B Britain: Power and the 
people: c1170 to the 
present day 
 
Part one: Challenging 
authority and feudalism 

• Constraints on 
kingship: the 
barons’ 
dissatisfaction with 
King John’s rule 
and its resolution; 
Magna Carta, its 
terms and its 
short and long-
term impact. 

• The origins of 
parliament: issues 
between King 
Henry III and his 
barons; the role of 
Simon de 
Montfort; the 
Provisions of 
Oxford and the 
Parliament of 
1265 and their 
short and long-
term impact. 

 
2B Britain: Power and the 
people: c1170 to the 
present day 
 
Part three: Reform and 
reformers 

• The extension 
of the franchise: 
radical protest; 
the Great 
Reform Act, 
causes and 
impact, 
including 
further reform; 
Chartism, 
causes, actions 
and impact. 

• Protest and 
change: 
campaigning 
groups and 
their methods 
and impact, 
including the 
Anti-Slavery 
movement; the 
Anti-Corn Law 
League; factory 

 
2B Britain: Power 
and the people: 
c1170 to the 
present day 

 
Revision of key 
topics/ themes of 
year 10 
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rebellion in 
1601. 

 
Part two: Life in 
Elizabethan times 

• A ‘Golden Age’: 
living standards 
and fashions; 
growing 
prosperity and 
the rise of the 
gentry; the 
Elizabethan 
theatre and its 
achievements; 
attitudes to the 
theatre. 

• The poor: 
reasons for the 
increase in 
poverty; 
attitudes and 
responses to 
poverty; the 
reasons for 
government 
action and the 
seriousness of 
the problem. 

• English sailors: 
Hawkins and 
Drake; 
circumnavigation 
1577–1580, 
voyages and 
trade; the role 
of Raleigh. 

policies towards 
religious matters. 

• Mary Queen of 
Scots: 
background; 
Elizabeth and 
Parliament’s 
treatment of 
Mary; the 
challenge posed 
by Mary; plots; 
execution and its 
impact. 

• Conflict with 
Spain: reasons; 
events; naval 
warfare, including 
tactics and 
technology; the 
defeat of the 
Spanish Armada. 

Part four: The historic 
environment of Elizabethan 
England 

• Medieval revolt 
and royal 
authority: the 
social, economic 
and political 
causes of the 
Peasants Revolt; 
actions by rebels 
and government; 
impact of the 
Peasants' Revolt. 

Part two: Challenging royal 
authority 

• Popular uprisings 
against the 
Crown: the social, 
economic, 
religious and 
political causes of 
the Pilgrimage of 
Grace; the 
implications for 
royal authority; 
Henry VIII and his 
government’s 
reaction and the 
impact of the 
uprising. 

• Divine Right and 
parliamentary 
authority: the 
causes of the 
English 
Revolution; the 
New Model Army 
and the 
development of 
political radicalism 
during the Civil 
War era; the 
short and long-

reformers; 
social 
reformers. 

• Workers 
movements: 
the 
development of 
trade unionism 
and its impact, 
including Grand 
National 
Consolidation 
Trades Union 
(GNCTU), 
Tolpuddle 
Martyrs, New 
Model Unions 
and new 
unionism, 
including the 
match girls' and 
dockers' 
strikes. 

Part four: Equality and 
rights 

• Women’s 
rights: the 
campaign for 
women’s 
suffrage, 
reasons, 
methods and 
responses; role 
of individuals, 
including the 
Pankhursts; the 
reasons for the 
extension of 
the franchise 
and its impact; 
progress 
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term impact of the 
English 
Revolution, 
including the 
significance of trial 
and execution of 
Charles I and 
Oliver Cromwell 
and the 
Commonwealth. 

• Royal authority 
and the right to 
representation: 
the causes of the 
American 
Revolution 
including the 
relationship 
between the 
government and 
people; impact 
and significance of 
the American 
Revolution 

towards 
equality in the 
second half of 
the 20th 
century. 

• Workers’ 
rights: the 
General Strike 
(1926), actions, 
reactions and 
impact; trade 
union reform in 
the late 20th 
century. 

• Minority rights: 
the 
development of 
multi-racial 
society since 
the Second 
World War; 
discrimination, 
protest and 
reform; the 
Brixton Riots, 
their impact, 
including the 
Scarman 
Report. 

Extra Events:  Visit to Hardwick Hall 
AIM Tudor History conference in November 
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Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Topic: AQA GCSE 
SPECIFICATION 
(8145) 
PAPER 1 
Section A: Period 
study 
 
 

AQA GCSE 
SPECIFICATION 
(8145) 
PAPER 1 
Section A: Period 
study 

AQA GCSE 
SPECIFICATION 
(8145) 
PAPER 1 
Section B: Wider 
World Depth Study 

AQA GCSE 
SPECIFICATION 
(8145) 
PAPER 1 
Section B: Wider 
World Depth Study 

AQA GCSE 
SPECIFICATION (8145) 
PAPER 1 
Section B: Wider World 
Depth Study 
 

AQA GCSE 
SPECIFICATION 
(8145) 
 
Revision/ 
consolidation and 
exam skills practice 

Content: 
Germany 1890- 1945: 
Democracy and 
Dictatorship 

• Germany 
and the 
growth of 
democracy 

• Kaiser 
Wilhelm II 

• WWI 
• Germany 

and the 
Depression 

Germany 1890- 
1945: Democracy 
and Dictatorship 

• The rise of 
Hitler and 
the Nazis 

• Germany 
under the 
Nazis 

• Nazi social 
and 
economic 
policies 

• WWII 

Conflict and Tension 
between East and 
West 1945- 1972 

• The origins 
of the Cold 
War 

• 1945- End of 
WWII in 
Europe 

• Communism 
and 
capitalism 

• The Berlin 
Blockade 
and Airlift 

Conflict and Tension 
between East and 
West 1945- 1972 

• The Korean 
War 1950- 
53 

• The 
Hungarian 
Uprising 
1956 

• The U2 
Crisis 

• The Berlin 
Wall 

Conflict and Tension 
between East and West 
1945- 1972 

• The Cuban 
Missile Crisis 
1962 

• Czechoslovakia: 
The Prague 
Spring 

• Détente and 
SALT 1 1972 

• Revision 

Revision of all GCSE 
content 

Extra Events:  
 

 


